
2014 – 2015 ANNUAL REPORT
As the Circus4Youth project enters it’s 10th year, many progressive changes have been accomplished.  First and 
foremost, 

WE HAVE A NEW WEBSITE! 
 
It had become very apparent that the Circus4Youth website was out of date.  There were many problems with it and it 
was time to replace it.

With the valuable assistance of my co-chair Ed Limbach, we raised the necessary funds through donations.  After 
considering a few website design companies, It was decided to go with our own CFA member Cindi Pagel.  She has 
been very helpful in assisting me with some technical issues.   As of now, the new site is up, with a direct link over to 
the old website.   The new “WordPress” website seems to work well on most home computers, but there are some 
functions that do not work on the portable tablets / iPhones that most kids have.  Cindy has told me that some updates 
to the system may correct this.

The Old Circus4Youth Website



The NEW Circus4Youth Website
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CIRCUS4YOUTH   COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

 
Jim Cole, Chairman

Ed Limbach, Co-Chairman
Jessica Hentoff, Circus Harmony, St. Louis, MO

Don Covington, Coranado, CA
Pam Hamilton, trainer at Sailor Circus

Courtney Wyatt,   Circus Arts Manager at Sailor Circus
Amy Cohen, Executive Director, American Youth Circus Organization

Heidi Jenkins, Circus Mom and Photographer Peru Youth Circus
Ken & Jan Sopelak, Simsbury, CT

Michael Riley (age 18) Youth Circus trainer Sydney, Australia
Cheryl Lindley, Director of Sophia Isadora Academy of Circus Arts, San Diego, CA

 



NEW CIRCUS4YOUTH BROCHURES
 

It was suggested by one of my committee people that we have new Circus4Youth brochures made.  I tied to go 
through 3 different CFA members to have these printed, but for one reason or another all 3 were not able to do this.  I 
finally went with a local printer, saved an expensive shipping cost.  These have been distributed to most youth circuses 
and I have a bunch left for the AYCO Festival in August.    I just had to get an Elephant photo in there!
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Circus4Youth Facebook Page

 
The Circus4Youth Facebook page continues to be very popular, right now we have over 1600 friends.  As you can see 
from the comments, the youth circus directors, kids and their families love the photos!  I also see some comments from 
CFA members, but very few.  It is under consideration to soon change the format style to expand our readership.
 

 



Th
is was a great moment to see this girl finally get her trick!  I have to admit, it brought a tear to my eye.

 





All photo albums state “Photos courtesy of Circus4Youth and The Circus Fans Association of America”
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DONATED TRAPEZES

 
After visiting the Wenatchee Youth Circus in 2013,  I made an offer to replace and donate )in the name of 

Circus4Youth) two new single trapezes.  I consulted with Norma Fox (La Norma) a retired trapeze legend who lives in 
Sarasota. FL, and she gave me the sizes and measurements for a single trapeze.  With the combined efforts of Don V. 
Smith, Tony Steele, and Ida Espana, they were completed and shipped to the Wenatchee Youth Circus in May of 2014 



The old trapezes at the Wenatchee Youth Circus needed to be replaced



Courtney Tipton from the Wenatchee Youth Circus trying out a “La Norma” trapeze during a Florida
Visit in Nov. of 2013.  Norma (a CFA member herself) gives her some tips.

 



Above,  
Tony Steele (flying trapeze legend) working on the new trapezes (with help from Salem the cat) .

 



Jim Cole with the finished products, ready to ship to Wenatchee.
 
 



 





The girls LOVE their new trapezes...and even have names for them...“Barnum” and “Bailey”!
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Sailor Circus performer at Wenatchee Youth Circus

 
I was involved in a project that brought a 17 year old Sailor Circus performer up to the Wenatchee Youth Circus to 
perform in their show for a few weeks last summer.  Jacob Swe was immediately welcomed by the Wenatchee kids 
and he amazed them with his circus skills!  There is a whole story about it on the Circus4Youth website!  
http://circus4youth.us/?page_id=771

 

http://circus4youth.us/?page_id=771


Jabob Swe (in blue) made instant friends at the Wenatchee Youth Circus!



Jacob is probably the best flyer ever to come out of a youth circus!  (He has done triples and double forwards)  
He will be returning to Wenatchee this summer!

 



Jacob with Billy Tuthill, who first invited Jacob to come to Washington.
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Youth Circuses visited in 2014 / 2015
 



Sailor Circus Spring Shows.
 
 



Peru Indiana Youth Circus
 
 



Wenatchee Youth Circus
  



Aerial Antics Youth Circus Summer Shows, Vero Beach, FL
 
 



Circus Juventas,  St. Paul, MN   
 
 



Sailor Circus December Shows, Sarasota FL
 



Aerial Antics Youth Circus Christmas Shows, Vero Beach, FL
 

Sailor Circus Spring Shows, Sarasota, 
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Wenatchee Youth Circus Kids Visit Sarasota, FL
 

During the time that Jacob Swe was on the Wenatchee Youth Circus (about 3 weeks) he made many new friends.  As 
a return gesture for the hospitality  that he was shown, he invited some of his new friends to come to Sarasota to see 
Sailor Circus.  This occurred during the Christmas holiday season.  Jacob took care of the details of hosting them and 
getting them into the Sailor Circus shows.  However he asked me to arrange a few side trips for the kids.   One of the 
Wenatchee boys, Daniel McGee (15) was a big fan of Nik Wallenda.  What a thrill it was for him to meet Nik, however 
it went one giant step further when Nik invited Daniel and the two girls he was with out to watch him practice the next 
day.  Then Nik put him on the low practice wire and gave him some advice on holding the pole correctly.

 



A 15 year old boy’s dream come true!   Practicing wire with his hero, Nik Wallenda.
 



The Kids at La Norma’s with Willie Edelston,
All in this photo are CFA members.

 



At the Ringling Museum, joined by Alice Hafner from Sailor Circus.  The kids were fascinated with all
the circus history displays, and were thrilled to see THEIR circus represented!

 



So with that, I will conclude my annual report and hoping to see many of you at the World Circus Summit in July, and 
the AYCO festival in Portland, Maine in August!

MAY ALL OUR DAYS BE CIRCUS DAYS!
 

Jim Cole, 
Youth Chairman


